
Prominent Caudal Keels 

Silky shark 

Tiger shark 

Sandbar shark 

Night shark 

Oceanic whitetip 

Bignose shark 

Dusky shark 

Caribbean reef 
shark 

Anal fin with 
broad, round, 
very black tip  

Length of 2nd 

dorsal free rear 
tip < 1.5 X 2nd 

dorsal fin height 

Length of 2nd 

dorsal fin free 
rear tip about 2 X 
2nd dorsal height 

Length of 2nd 
dorsal fin free 
rear tip > 2.5 X 

2nd dorsal height 

Dusky tipped 
anal fin 

Anal fin with 
light colored 

base and dark 
tip 

Anal fin  
uniformly  
colored, 

Tip is not darker 
than base  Length of 2nd 

dorsal free rear 
tip nearly 2 X 2nd 

dorsal height  

Length of 2nd 
dorsal free rear 

tip about =  to 2nd 
dorsal height  

No stripes on 
sides  

Interdorsal Ridge Present  

Striped pattern 
on sides 
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Length of 2nd 
dorsal fin free 
rear tip < 2.5 X 

2nd dorsal height 
Origin of 2nd 

dorsal over or 
behind origin of 

anal fin 

Origin of 2nd 
dorsal fin for-
ward of origin 

of anal fin 

Porbeagle 

Shortfin mako 

Longfin mako 

White shark 

Underside of 
keels are 

snow white 

Dark blotches 
on underside of 

keels 

Origin of 2nd 
dorsal fin over 
origin of anal 

fin 

Origin of 2nd 
dorsal fin  

forward of 
origin of anal 

fin 

Light anal fin 

Dark anal fin 
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Prominent Caudal Keels 

(Yellow Section—Below) 

Interdorsal Ridge Absent 

(Blue Section—Reverse) 
Interdorsal Ridge Present 

(Green Section—Below) 

1st Dorsal Fin 

“Z” - Line Location 

Interdorsal Ridge Location 

Anal Fin 

Caudal Keel Location 

2nd Dorsal Fin 

Abdominal Cavity 

Directions: 
 

Step 1:   Determine which of the three categories of carcass types shown to the right the  
  subject  specimen belongs to. 
 

Step 2:   Locate the large picture in the colored section that matches the carcass type of 
  the subject specimen.  
 

Step 3:   Compare the subject specimen against each of the two distinct features shown. 
 

Step 4:   Follow the most closely matching feature(s) until terminating with a species 
  identification. 

CARCASS TYPES ANATOMY OF A CARCASS 



1st dorsal fin 
over pelvic fin 

location  

Atlantic angel shark 

Nurse shark 

Sand tiger shark 

Lemon shark 

Thresher shark 

Bigeye thresher shark 

1st dorsal fin 
forward of pel-
vic fin location 

Dorsal fin ba-
ses nearly 

equal in length 

1st dorsal base 
length more 
than 2 X 2nd 
dorsal base 

length 

Anal fin 

No anal fin 

Interdorsal Ridge Absent  

Nearly round 
cross-section. 

Body round 

Great hammerhead 
shark 

Smooth hammerhead 
shark 

Bonnethead 

Scalloped hammerhead 
shark 

Hooked curve 
on rear margin 

of anal fin  

Shallow curve 
on rear margin 

 of anal fin  

Underside of tail 
section speckled 
with brown spots 

Underside of tail 
section uniformly 

colored 

Dark blue or 
blackish purple 

body color 

Tan body color 

Rectangular or 
oval cross  

section. Body 
compressed 

laterally 

Bull shark 

Spinner shark 

Blacktip shark 

Blue shark 

Atlantic sharpnose 
shark 

Smalltail shark 

Blacknose shark 

Finetooth shark 

Yellow-green body color 

Blue-gray body color 

Small white 
spots on sides 

No white spots on sides 

Z-line absent or 
inconspicuous 

Yellow-green to blue-gray 
body color 

Bright blue body color 

Black tipped 
anal fin 

White anal fin 

Prominent light 
colored band  

(Z-Line) on 
sides 

1st dorsal base 
length more 
than 2 X 2nd 
dorsal base 

length 

Origin of 2nd 
dorsal fin over 

midpoint of 
anal fin 

Origin of 2nd 
dorsal fin near 
origin of anal 

fin 

Origin of 2nd 
dorsal fin close 
to origin of anal 

fin 

Origin of 2nd 
dorsal fin over 

midpoint of 
anal fin 

1st dorsal fin 
behind midpoint 

of abdominal 
cavity 

1st dorsal fin over 
midpoint of  

abdominal cavity 

Origin of 2nd 
dorsal fin  

forward of origin 
of anal fin 

Origin of 2nd 
dorsal fin over 

origin of anal fin 

Origin of 2nd 
dorsal fin  

forward of  
origin of anal 

fin 

Origin of 2nd 
dorsal fin over 

or behind origin 
of anal fin 
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